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Bazaar of Athens
Edward Dodwell (1767-1832), Views in Greece from drawings by Edward Dodwell. London, 1821.



Pera & 
Constantinople, 
Lemnos

Cristoforo Buondelmonti, 
c. 1420. Isolario
archipelagi.
Manuscript at the 
Gennadius Library



The Gennadius Library



Efstathios Finopoulos
collection at the Benaki Museum 

Sylvia Ioannou
Foundation on Cyprus 

Panagiotis Laskaridis, 
Aikaterini Laskaridis Foundation

Joannes Gennadius,
Geography and Travel collection



Jean Jacques 
Babin (d. 1699), 
Relation de l’état 
présent de la ville 
d’Athènes: ancien
ne capitale de la 
Grèce, bâtie 
depuis 3400 ans... 
Lyon 1674.

The classical 
Antiquities 
attract 
visitors to 
Athens



Jacob Spon and 
George Wheler visit 
the remains of 
ancient Athens.

Jacob Spon. Voyagie door 
Italien, Dalmatien, 
Grieckenland, en de Levant. 
Gedaan in de Jaren 1675 en
1676, Door den Heer Jacob 
Spon, Doctor in de Medecijne
tot Lion, en Georgius Wheler, 
Engelsch Edelman, Amsterdam, 
Jan ten Hoorn, 1689.



Dance of the Dervishes in the Tower of 
the Winds. From Edward Dodwell, Views in Greece from 
drawings. London, 1821.

“The tower of the Winds is at present a chapel for the dance 
called Sema, which is performed in it every Friday… The dance 
which I saw performed here was at the same time the most 
horrid and the most ridiculous ceremony that can be imagined! It 
is extremely difficult for a spectator who has not been 
accustomed to such singular sights to remain serious; and it 
would have been dangerous to laugh at their religious 
ceremonies… The song and the motion of the dancers by degrees 
become more animated; on a sudden the company all start up, 
and sing and dance in a circle, with great violence and velocity! 
When they are tired, they make way for two principal 
performers, who, holding each other by the sash which is tied 
about the waist, turn round with an incredible rapidity, far 
exceeding anything I could have supposed the human frame 
capable of, and which would greatly surprise our most active 
dancers or posture masters… The faintings and groanings of the 
Derwisches who turn in this manner for two hours together 
without stopping, and that their vanity is gratified in the exercise 
of an occupation, to which we should give the name folly!”



Costume books





Indexing Projects and travelers’ databases in Greece

• Hellenic National Research Foundation (Pandektis - itineraries)

• Gennadius Library indexing project (1992-2014)

• Travelogues (images digitized, Laskaridis Foundation – HNRF database)

• TravelTrails (Gennadius Library & Laskaridis Foundation)

• Zefyros (Sylvia Ioannou Foundation); 125 editions in 11 languages on 

CYPRUS



READER'S GUIDE
Format of the entry:
1. AUTHOR 2. TITLE 3. EDITION
4. DATE OF TRAVEL

1. AUTHOR: Surname, first names (status)
* : see Index of Proper Names
(ed.): editor
(tr.): translator

2. TITLE: Short-title of the work.
* : text contained in untraced volume.

3. EDITION: Abbreviation of place of publication, date 
of publication
(see Table of Abbreviations for Places of Publication)

4. TRAVEL: Date of travel (bold characters)
b.: before
? : date of travel unknown
blank: date of travel unspecified
n.t.: no travel (geographical text or fiction)
... date...: the traveller was in the region at this time but it
is not certain for how long.
46

Research program conducted under 
the auspices of the Institute of 
Neohellenic Research at the 
National Hellenic Research 
Foundation, original project 
director Loukia Droulia

Also, three-year project (1989-1991) with the title 
"Foreign Travellers in Greece in the 18th and 19th 
centuries (up to 1821): Documentation and 
bibliographical census: processing and evaluating the 
relevant material" under the supervision of Professor 
Catherine Koumarianou and with the collaboration of 
Nicos Karanastasis, Vassiliki Kontoyanni and Georges 
Tolias. 
IOLI VINGOPOULOU - RANIA POLYCANDRIOTI
TRAVEL LITERATURE ON S.E. EUROPE AND
THE EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN 15th - 19th centuries
SHORT-TITLE CATALOGUE
Bibliographical consultant: LEONORA NAVARI



Principles of cataloguing
Historical information presented in thirteen thematic 
categories divided into more detailed sub-units:

1) Antiquities

2) Architecture

3) Natural history

4) Health

5) Population and ethnic groups

6) Financial and economic life

7) Crafts

8) Production and pre-industrial techniques

9) Cultural life

10) Mentalities and everyday life

11) Religious doctrines and life

12) Political structures

13) Travel conditions



Greek marriage in Athens. 
From Louis Dupré, Voyage à Athènes et à Constantinople. 
Paris, 1825









1. Bibliography
2. Info on Traveler
3. Place-names
4. Geographical position
5. Itinerary 
6. Stay 
7. Physical Space
8. Built/inhabited space
9. Society 
10.Food, Clothing, Health/Body
11.Economy
12.Education, Religion, Letters, Arts, Sciences
13. Administration and Government
14. History
15. Archaeology
16. General evaluation of the text by the researcher

12. Education, Religion, Letters, Arts, Sciences
12.1 Cultural Life

12.1.1. Collections
12.1.2 Cultural Life Overview
12.1.3 Dance
12.1.4 Literature
12.1.5 Music
12.1.6 Musical Instruments
12.1.7 Painting & Sculpture
12.1.8 Theater
12.1.9 Customs
12.1.10 Educational System
12.1.11 General Education
12.1.12 Languages/Dialects
12.1.13 Religion, Doctrine, Faith
12.1.14 Sciences
12.1.15 Socializing
12.1.16 Spare time
12.1.17 Traditions, Fairytales, Myths, Proverbs
12.1.18 Various

Zefyros. Deconstruction of the travel text based on the models used in travel writing until the 18th century from the 
work of Julia Chatzipanagioti-Sangmeister: 16 categories, thematic ones and categories for info on book, info on author 
and notes; 782 terms in total. 88,000 entries in all, with 60,000 filled in. Choice to mention the absence of information.





UNIQUENESS OF THE COLLECTION
A singular feature of the Collection is the acquisition of 
variations of the same title. Researchers can study different 
impressions, subsequent editions or translations in other 
languages of the same book. Comparative examination of the 
variations allows not only the accumulation of supplementary 
information but also allows the tracing of the history of a 
particular book, since alternate editions usually portray 
differences in textual and visual material.









Map of Smyrna, c. 1822.











Louis Dupré, Voyage à Athènes
et à Constantinople. Paris, 1825
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