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Project Background



   

 

Research Objectives
1.  To what extent do scholarly History books cited 
in journal articles receive reader ratings on 
Goodreads?

2.  What are some of the main characteristics of 
History books that are both considerably cited in 
scholarly journal article and considerably rated on 
Goodreads? 



   

 

Goodreads “The world’s largest site 
for readers and book recommendations”



   

 

Goodreads
• Maintains a registry of both fiction & non-fiction

• As an interactive platform it runs akin to ancient days 
when citizens attending the Athens theatre were 
encouraged to discuss and judge which author had 
produced the best drama (Habib, 2005). 





   

 

Subject Area:  History



   

 

Why does History Matter?
 Explanations range from rationalistic or utilitarian to 

philosophical and psychological

 History helps us to better shape our present

 History can spark controversies about dealing with 
painful past episodes

 It can stimulate collective reflection and public debate

 Connect present to past; satisfying emotional, 
existential, and aesthetic needs 



   

 

Publishing History

 A ‘public history’ or history that matters 
requires cooperation between academics and 
publishers, but there has been some tension in 
this regard.

 The inherent tension is rooted in the economic 
logic of publishing and the expectations that 
university faculties place on scholars. 



   

 

Research Framework:  
 Technometric phase (Acadometric) –

root term 'academy'; hence academy 
standards for historical analysis

 Sociometric phase  (Altmetric)

 Case study 

Donovan, C. (2008), “The Australian Research Quality Framework: A live 
experiment in capturing the social, economic, environmental, and cultural returns 
of publicly funded research”, in Coryn, C.L.S. and Scriven, M. (Eds.), Reforming 
the Evaluation of Research. New Directions for Evaluation, Vol. 118, Jossey-Bass, 
San Francisco, CA, pp. 47–60.



   

 

Identify Resources

A Journal Citation Index (i.e., 
Elsevier Scopus)

Bibliographic catalog of 
publisher records (i.e., 
WorldCat®)

Social System of Reviews & 
Reader Ratings (Goodreads)



   

 

Objects-to-Data



   

 

Bibliographic data matching

Cited books 
recorded in Scopus 
journals
• Book Title
• Date of publication
• Author

API developer key 
matches cited title 
to catalog title
• Book Title
• OCLC ID#
• ISBN#
• Publisher name
• Publisher location



   

 

Parsing the Data: 
Database development



   

 

Standardizing the Data



   

 

Data Collection

Figure 1. Stages of the data collection process. 



   

 



   

 

Full Dataset:  No Correlation

Figure 2. 3D histogram of citations and reader ratings on a log-log scale 
(N=8,538). 



   

 

Group B
Books with high Scopus citations (>=4) and
high Goodreads reader ratings (>=10 )



   

 

Table 3:  Correlation measures for Group B based on 
reader rating counts, written reviews and library 
holding counts in libraries – ARL and non-ARL.



   

 

Table 3:  Correlation measures for Group B based on 
reader rating counts, written reviews and library 
holding counts in libraries – ARL and non-ARL.



   

 



   

 

Figure 4. Boxplots of citation counts and Goodreads reader rating counts 
for book titles in group B (N=997) based on publisher category.



   

 



   

 

Fantastic study based 
on trial records of a 
sixteenth century 
Italian miller charged 
with heresy

The Cheese and the 
Worms is a ground 
breaking expose into 
the field of 
microhistory and 
remains a 
foundational work for 
historians today
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